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EDGAR METCALFE, AM 

Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [2.02 pm]: I rise today to acknowledge 
the significant contribution to the performing arts in Western Australia of Mr Edgar Metcalfe, AM, following his 
death last week. 

Mr Metcalfe was born in the United Kingdom in 1933. He was orphaned at an early age and was adopted by his 
uncle and aunt. He was educated at the Arnold House School for Boys. Following 12 years’ experience in the 
English theatre industry, Mr Metcalfe moved to Perth in 1963 to take up the position of artistic director of the 
Playhouse Theatre, then the National Theatre Company of WA. Over the next two decades he directed or acted 
in more than 100 productions at the Playhouse and is credited with introducing traditional English pantomime to 
WA. He was also a highly regarded Shakespearean performer. Subsequently, he was artistic director at the Hole 
in the Wall Theatre in Leederville and associate director at the Melbourne Theatre Company, and he frequently 
worked at the Effie Crump Theatre in Northbridge. As associate director at the Melbourne Theatre Company, he 
won the Melbourne critic’s award for his productions of The Devils and What the Butler Saw.  

Edgar Metcalfe wrote six plays and three novels. His first play The Garden Party was produced at the Hole in 
the Wall Theatre, as was his second play Vinegar and Brown Paper. One of his most successful plays, the story 
of a drag queen, Alley Cat, Alice and Friends, was turned into the novel A Guy called Alice. Among his directing 
highlights was the 1971 Australian premiere of Cabaret, which starred Nancye Hayes and John Ewing. 
Mr Metcalfe also directed four national tours in Australia—Doctor in Love, Night Mother, The Nerd and Corpse.  

He was WA Citizen of the Year in 1976 and was appointed a Member in the General Division of the Order of 
Australia in 1978 for his services to the performing arts. 

In 2010 Edgar Metcalfe wrote and directed With Friends Like These …, which was performed by the University 
of Western Australia’s Graduate Dramatic Society at Dolphin Theatre. He returned to the stage in 2011 in the 
world premiere of David Williamson’s When Dad Married Fury. His last professional appearance was six 
months ago, a minor role in Black Swan State Theatre Company’s production of Arcadia. In 2011, the renovated 
IMAX theatre in Perth was named Metcalfe Playhouse in his honour.  

Mr Metcalfe died last week, on 13 September, following a short fight with liver cancer. Perth Theatre Trust will 
hold a memorial event for invited members of the theatre community in coming weeks. I acknowledge the 
substantial contribution Edgar Metcalfe made to performing arts in Western Australia over many years. 
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